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This was my third trip to the Philippines and most purposeful to 

date. I planned to do the following: 

 

1) Meet with the Obispo Maximo, head of the Iglesia Filipina 

Independiente (Filipino Independent Church) for an update on 

the denominationôs social action programmes and to preach at 

the national cathedral in Manila of which I am a canon. 

 

2) Spend some time with a priest of the Episcopal Church of the 

Philippines (ECP) in Manila, learning about his work with street 

children. 

 

3) Gain some exposure to the community development work of 

the Episcopal Diocese of the Northern Philippines (ECNP). 

 

4) Attend and preach at the inauguration of a companion 

relationship between St Barnabas Church and the EDNP (from 

which many St Barnabas members of the Igorot tribe originate). 

 

5) Attend and speak at the Igorot Global conference on issues 

affecting vulnerable Filipino migrants in the UK. 

 

6) Meet community organising institutions in the Philippines for 

some exposure to their work and methods, not least to inform 

our organising work in the UK, and also to show solidarity with 

social movements and exploited communities in the north of the 

country. 

 

7) Preach at Tawang Church in Baguio City, with which St 

Barnabas has a special friendship, not least to see the 
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extension of the church building to serve its growing 

congregation. 

 

8) Visit Mindanao in the southern Philippines, in particular to 

learn more about and stand in solidarity with the Lumad, the 

indigenous people there, who are subject to persecution 

through their resistance to their ancestral lands being exploited 

by multinational companies. 

 

9) To meet with some Christians & Muslims in Mindanao who 

are working together positively in an area which is often marked 

by inter-religious tension. 

 

It was very much a working trip and I was grateful for financial 

support from the mission agency USPG (United Society for 

Partnership in the Gospel), the Diocese of Chelmsford & 

members of St Barnabas congregation. I expected the trip to 

greatly enrich my work at St Barnabas and with London 

Churches Social Action/London Churches Refugee Network 

especially on issues of community organising and migration, 

and to enhance my advocacy for and solidarity with exploited 

communities. 

 

What follow are my daily reflections written during the trip. 

 

Steven Saxby 

 

Vicar, St Barnabas Walthamstow 

Executive Officer, London Churches Social Action 

Chair, Faith Workers Branch of Unite the Union 

Canon, Iglesia Filipina Independiente  
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Setting off for my trip to the Philippines! 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  

(Matthew 25: 35) 
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I am an anxious traveller. Practical questions fill my mind. Do I have everything 

I need? Will I make my connections on time?  Also, of course, I worry about my 

family and others as I go away. Will they be OK? Have I put all arrangements 

in place? But really I have little to worry about compared to the people for 

whom I am making this trip. This trip is, above all, an act of solidarity, 

especially with migrant Filipinos who are a significant part of my church 

congregation and who I know from other work across London & the UK. As 

with previous trips, this is a journey to their land, which I know they appreciate, 

an opportunity for me to strengthen bonds between their communities back 

home and our community in Walthamstow. It is an opportunity to learn more 

about the causes of migration and to offer insights into how better support can 

be given in the UK. Some of those I know in the UK will join me in the 

Philippines: these are the ones who have been fortunate enough to build a life 

in London over the last thirty years or so. Others are unable to travel, still 

working and saving for a better future for their loved ones. Most came to the 

UK out of desperation, leaving behind a beautiful landscape and rich cultural 

life. Most of them struggle: low wages, long hours, poor accommodation, fear 

or immigration authorities, difficulty in accessing decent health care. 

Nevertheless, they make a fantastic contribution to UK life. Increasingly they 

struggle with a government that wants the UK to be "a hostile environment for 

migrants". I hope my act of solidarity will play some part in helping to alleviate 

real fears of my migrant friends who have travelled to the UK because of 

desperate situations back home and who deserve a warmer welcome. 
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ñFor we do not have an enduring city,  

but we are looking for the city that is to come.ò  

(Hebrews 13:14) 

 

London - Beijing - Manila 
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Airports bring us face-to-face with our globalized world: scores of places 

to which we can depart and from which others will arrive; co-passengers 

from a host of nations. On my flight today many were using Beijing as a 

transfer point for numerous destinations in East Asia. I shared a row with 

a delightful couple - one born in Pakistan, the other in Poland - and their 

English born daughter. Our UK government is positive about one aspect 

of globalization, the movement of capital, happily selling off UK private 

assets to the Chinese. So why is it so hostile to another aspect of 

globalization, the movement of people? Migration predates capitalism of 

course, it is the experience of humans since the origin of the species. 

Humans, like birds, migrate. UK history is a history of migration; we are a 

nation of migrants from the Angles through to the Vikings through the 

Normans to Windrush through more recent incomers from Europe and all 

parts of the globe. Migration is what makes London and other UK cities 

some of the most dynamic in the world. Walthamstow - which means 

"Welcome Place" - is a place where I have sat down for coffee with 

people from more than 130 nationalities. All this is what makes the UK 

government's hostility to migrants so disturbing. Even in capitalist terms, 

we know migrants make a net contribution to the UK, so there is another 

narrative at work here, a pandering to the racism of the few to play upon 

the fears of the many. Migrants are not be feared. We are migrants. We 

are humans. Let's delight in the movement of peoples as part of what 

humans do, not least at airports. 
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Manila 

You are precious in my eyes.   

(Isaiah 43: 4) 
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Some call this "the Pearl of the Orient"; by any account it is an 

amazing city. Metro Manila is home to over 10 million people and 

is the world's most densely populated city. A cockerel crows 

throughout the night in the area around the National Cathedral of 

the Iglesia Filipina Independiente where I rested last night: there 

is no dawn in this city that never sleeps. Jeepnies, tricycles, taxis, 

bikes and lorries fill the roads; people fill the pavements 24/7. It is 

a city where extreme wealth, extreme poverty, and everything in 

between are ever evident. Despite its busyness and striking 

inequality, it feels a very safe place to me, a place where people 

return a smile and do not threaten one another. Is it a sign of 

resignation or a sign of hope? In the run-up to presidential and 

other elections, one clear message from everyone I have spoken 

to thus far is "politics is corrupt and whoever wins will struggle to 

make a difference". My ears and eyes are open to signs of hope 

in this country. Attending a lovely family gathering today reminds 

me of the various layers of importance in people's lives. I want to 

believe everybody is somebody to someone here, even those 

who may appear to be exploited and neglected, that there is hope 

of a way beyond corruption and poverty which recognises every 

human being in the city as a precious pearl to be cherished and 

loved. 
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Cathedral of the Holy Child 

Perfect love casts out fear.   

(1 John 4: 18) 
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Today I have the privilege of preaching at the cathedral in Manila 

of which I am canon. My theme is "Resurrection Love". What is 

this love? It is a love, rooted in hope, which can cast out fear. Our 

gospel reading today tells of the disciples locked away because 

they were afraid. There are different kinds of fear but I believe 

some fears should not be. Think of 3 kinds of fear. There are 

phobia type fears, of spiders, of snakes, once we cannot always 

control and which sometimes keep us alive. There are fears for 

loved ones, fears that show we care, such as our worry for a sick 

child or elderly relative. And then there are fears that should not 

be: of stigma, of poverty, of corruption, of discrimination. The 

disciples' fears were cast out by the appearance or the risen 

Jesus. He greeted them in peace and they knew his love. The 

resurrection is a sign that hope defeats despair, a sign that things 

can change. As Christians we walk in "Resurrection Love" in 

solidarity with each other and all who are oppressed, we work 

together as the church to combat injustice, we act in the hope that 

love will cast out fear. 
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Iglesia Filipina Independiente  

The only living tangible result of the 1896 revolution.  

(Teodoro Agoncillo) 
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It is sometimes lauded as "the only living tangible result of the 1896 revolution", 

but to what extent is that a helpful description of the IFI (the Philippine 

Independent Church)? Certainly it attests to the origins of the third largest 

Christian denomination in the Philippines, which claims millions of followers 

across its 44 dioceses. It is less a break-away from the Roman Catholic Church 

and more of an expression of the desires of the Filipinos to serve both church and 

nation. A commitment to challenge injustice is in its DNA and is a strong 

component of the mission of the IFI today. I arrived the day after starving peasant 

farmers in Mindanao were shot by the police as they asked the provincial 

government for help. The archbishop, known as the Obispo Maximo, issued a 

statement of solidarity which echoes the strong history and present engagement 

of the IFI on justice issues. But the Obispo Maximo is keen to stress that the IFI's 

commitment is rooted in its witness to the Christian faith and not an adherence to 

the political agendas of some of the groups with which it happily works alongside. 

There are calls for revolution in the Philippines today, not least as those in poverty 

and the exploited continue to suffer under an increasingly corrupt political 

leadership, but the IFI's revolution is a revolution of the heart born from following 

Jesus. The cry for an end to injustice in the Philippines continues on many levels, 

and the work of the IFI is truly a sign of this cry being expressed by some within 

the churches. My visit to the National Office was greatly enhanced by time with 

the Ramento Project for Rights Defenders. It is named after Alberto Ramento, the 

9th Obispo Maximo, himself a victim of extrajudicial killing and known as a "the 

Martyred Bishop of Workers and Peasants". The RPRD is a concrete 

manifestation of the IFI's sacrifices and activity for those who are victimised to the 

present day, and certainly a living tangible sign of hope that change is going to 

come. 
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Holy Cross Chapel 

Let the children come to me. 

(Matthew 19: 14) 
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Lendehl Sallidao spent fifteen years in Manila before he came face to 

face with the reality of child poverty in Manila. Like many others, he took 

it for granted that it was normal to see urban poor children each day on 

the street. There are after all some 25,000 children of the street in 

Manila who have nowhere to call home, and thousands of others on the 

street who beg, sell, scrounge to stay alive on less than one meal a day 

but stay with their families, many in slum accommodation. Almost half of 

Manila's population, some 19 million people, lives in extreme poverty. 

Six years ago Lendehl began a ministry with street children which has 

led him to be present and engaged in some of the city's slum 

communities. I visited one such community with him, where around 400 

children live in a forested area on the edge of metro Manila. After years 

of building trust and leading prayers under a mango tree, the community 

itself has built Holy Cross Chapel from salvaged materials. It has built a 

school room too, where the Jigsaw project works to build security, 

boundary, community, identify and creativity with the children. 

Community organising has led to a small council who will negotiate with 

another charity over the building of more dignified homes. I was with 

Christ in the slums today and so encouraged to see the church 

alongside a community in extreme poverty working for transformation. 

Child poverty should never be normalised but it should be more normal 

for the church to be in solidarity with those working to irradiate it. 
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Episcopal Community Action for Renewal & Empowerment 

(E-Care) 

Receivers become givers.   

(E-Care) 
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In recent years the Episcopal Church of the Philippines (ECP) has made 

a big shift in its approach to community development. Previously it would 

use funds from overseas partners (including USPG) to make 

development grants. A new approach has been adopted through 

attention to the principles of Asset Based Community Development. The 

Community-Based Development Programme is now "E-Care" and does 

not make grants but makes money available to local community groups 

which then pass the money on to their members on the understanding 

that "receivers become givers" and that the money is given back with 

three add-ons: 0.5% going to "E-Care", 0.5% towards the community 

group and 0.5% to the local ECP or other church. Examples of "livelihood 

projects" include vegetable-growing, chicken-raising, barn-building, wine 

production, weaving, buying of rice mills, sewing, and pig-farming. E-

Care only supports farming using organic methods and has a programme 

for education, training and marketing on natural farming & rice 

intensification systems. Repayments back to E-Care are restricted for 

supporting other "receiver to giver" projects. I was delighted to visit three 

projects around Sagada and meet E-Care partners which the scheme 

has supported, not least the pig farmer who turned over a pig to us at 

exactly the requested weight. The pig was taken back live in the bishop's 

car ready to be killed for the feast following the inauguration of a 

companion relationship between the Episcopal Diocese of the Northern 

Philippines and St Barnabas Walthamstow! 
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Bontoc Cathedral  Inauguration of Companion Relationship 

St Barnabas is the spiritual home of Igorot in the UK.  

(Igorot UK) 
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Back in the 70s/80s a few families settled in Walthamstow and 

began attending St Barnabas Church. These "Igorot" came from 

Besao, a small town in the Mountain Province in the north of the 

Philippines, part of the country never colonised by the Spanish 

and evangelised by American Anglicans in the nineteenth century. 

Others followed these families to London and today they make up 

around 40% of the regular Sunday congregation. They are 

integrated into all ministries of the Church, including one who 

serves a churchwarden and another as an assistant priest. St 

Barnabas is regularly the venue for services and programmes of 

the Igorot throughout the UK where 400 or so will gather for 

weddings, funerals and cultural activities, hence the accolade of St 

Barnabas as the "spiritual home of the Igorot in the UK". Today the 

relationship between St Barnabas and the home diocese of those 

Igorot who worship there was celebrated with the inauguration of a 

"companion relationship" which formalises our commitment to 

encourage, support and learn from one another. St Barnabas is 

truly blessed by the presence of the Igorot and we trust that the 

relationship with the diocese will be a source of more blessings to 

come. 
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ñDo not be conformed to this world, but be transformed...ò 

(Romans 12: 2) 

 

Igorot Global Conference 



21 
 

 

Igo-Global holds a gathering every two years to bring together 

representatives of Igorot organisations throughout the world. This 

year's meeting was in Bontoc and I was invited to contribute a 

reflection on Igorot migration. I suggested we could look at Igorot 

as: 

 

I - Indigenous - maintaining cultural identity 

 

G - Globalised - nevertheless affected by globalization 

 

O - Outstanding - in managing the above tension 

 

R - Resilient  especially in the face of migrant challenges 

 

O - Organised  especially in organising cultural programmes 

 

T - Transforming  the challenge is to engage with others on 

social issues to support vulnerable migrants. 

 

However, the highlight of the conference for many was getting to 

meet Jeyrick - the internet sensation also known as Carrot Man, 

who left college in order to work the land, in order to support his 

older relatives and help school his siblings. He is a truly 

outstanding Igorot. 
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ñThe long and winding road.ò 

(Paul McCartney) 

Abatan to Baguio 
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The road from Bontoc to Baguio is certainly a long and 

winding road. I made most of the journey this morning. There 

is hardly a 50 metre stretch before a turn in the road. It is like 

a fun fair ride but goes on for four or five hours! I joined the 

road from Abatan & Letang where I had spent the previous 

day and night with farm workers, a youth group and a 

women's village association. All are connected to the 

Cordillera People's Association, one of the major community 

organising alliances in the Philippines. From a farmer I heard 

about their worries about the impact of a new Asian free trade 

agreement; from the youth I heard about human rights' 

violations by the military; from the women I heard about how 

they have started a collective to try and earn money to make 

improvements to their village. I also learned a lot about the 

progressive parties standing in the forthcoming elections. 

These people really face a long and winding road to justice in 

their country but they are organising in hope. All I can say is 

"solidarity". 
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Advent Church, Tawang 

From every tribe, every language, every nation. 

(Revelation 7: 9) 
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This morning I had the privilege of preaching in Tawang 

Church. This is a opposite the Philippines home of a beloved 

couple who also are part of our own congregation at St 

Barnabas Walthamstow. We have therefore received much 

from Tawang and we give a little back by selling books in 

church to support Tawang s Sunday School. I preached on 

solidarity and how we discover this as an outworking of the 

Catholic identify of the Church, an identity which is both local 

and global, based on prayer and action, always preferentially 

for the poor. This is why relationships like that between 

Advent Church and St Barnabas matter. They remind us of 

who we are: local, global and catholic - bound together in 

solidarity. 

 

 

Audio recordings of the sermons and speech I made during 

the trip can be found at: 

 

http://www.saintbarnabaswalthamstow.co.uk/19.html 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintbarnabaswalthamstow.co.uk/19.html
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ñYour faith ï of greater worth than gold.ò 

(1 Peter 1:7) 

  

Benguet goldmines 


