
Parish of St Barnabas and St James the Greater, Walthamstow 

Annual Report of the Parochial Church Council for year ended December 2015 

(with financial statement) 

 

St Barnabas Church (the church of the Parish of St Barnabas and St James the Greater) is situated St Barnabas 

Road, Walthamstow, London, E17 8JZ. The correspondence address is St Barnabas Vicarage, St Barnabas Rd, 

Walthamstow, London, E17 8JZ. 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is an excepted charity under the Charities Act (2006). 

PCC members who have served from 1
st

 January 2015 until the date this report was approved are: 

Incumbent:    The Reverend Canon Steven Saxby 

Associate Priest   The Reverend Father Lionel Crompton-Thomas  

Churchwardens:   Mr Shaleem Sadiq Arshad 

    Mrs Wendy Pooten-Watan 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Mr Kenneth Carter (term ends 2017) 

    Jane Bugnosen (term ends 2017) 

    Tom Wood (term ends 2017) 

Elected members:  Mrs Harriet Mukasa (term ends 2016) 

Mrs Farhad Magnin (term ends 2016) 

Mrs Florence Cayboen (terms ends 2016) 

Andrew MacDonald (term ends 2017) 

Mr Paul Worham (term ends 2017) 

Ms Solidad Shah (term ends 2017) 

Ms Doreen Ryan (term ends 2018)     

Mrs Christine Saxby (term ends 2018) 

Mrs Elaine Bailey (term ends 2018) 

Secretary:   Mrs Elizabeth Worham 

Treasurer:   Mr Geoff Connel 

Structure, governance and management 

The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operates under the Parochial Church 

Council Powers Measure (1956). The PCC is excepted by order from registration with the Charity Commission. The 

method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. All Church attendees are 

encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll (after attending for six months) and to stand for election to the PCC. 

There are nine elected members each serving for three years and at every Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

three members are up for election. Three members sit on the PCC by virtue of election to the Deanery Synod and also 

serve for three years. The Standing Committee comprises the Chair (the incumbent), Vice-Chair, Secretary, 

Treasurer, and Wardens. 



Objectives and Activities 

The PCC mission statement (agreed for the 2009 Parish Profile) is as follows: 

‘The Parish of St Barnabas and St James the Greater will provide and address the spiritual needs of its growing multi-

ethnic congregation while openly reaching out to the wider community. The parish will achieve this goal by its Worship 

of God through prayer and the Holy Sacraments and in its service to its parishioners.’ 

The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent, Canon Steven Saxby, in fulfilling the mission 

statement. Its activities include the administration of the church building, the Foster Hall and the Stafford Hall. The 

PCC publishes a monthly Parish Magazine. It also engages in fundraising to support the work of various charities, 

including Advent Church in the Philippines.   

Achievements and Performances 

At the end of 2015, there were 96 people on the Electoral Roll and average attendance at the main weekly service 

(11am on Sundays) was 69 adults and 25 children. An average of 7 people attended additional services throughout 

the week.  In 2014 there were 8 baptisms, 3 weddings, 2 funerals in church and 4 funerals taken at crematoria on 

behalf of the Parish. There were 232 people attending on Easter Day on which there were 133 communicants and 235 

people attended on Christmas Eve/Day communicants when there were 120 communicants. 8 young people were 

presented for confirmation in St Barnabas but no one was presented for first communion in 2015. 

Review of the year 

The PCC met several times throughout the year under the Chairmanship of Canon Steven Saxby. Canon Steven also 

served as a member of the General Synod until July 2015, and in his other half-time role as Executive Officer to the 

London Church Leaders.  

Discussions through the year included our parish’s implementation of the diocesan Transforming Presence agenda.  

Once again, Elizabeth Worham did a fabulous job throughout the year editing and producing the Parish Magazine and 

newsletters for distribution throughout the Parish. 

Thanks are due to several priests who visited during the year, not least Father Andres Palantes, who has permission 

to officiate at St Barnabas and visits once a month. Father Lionel Crompton-Thomas served his second full year with 

us as Associate Priest and was a great blessing to all. Canon Steven and Father Lionel remained members of the 

Society of Catholic Priests. Prince Odomena continued on theological placement with us. 

The choir grew in strength during the year. We were well served by a team of regular organists including Richard, Ed 

Kemp-Luck, Priscilla Santhosham, Emas Au and Beth Tremble. We also enjoyed additional music led by Mark 

Sapaen-Watan on guitar. 

Throughout the year several groups used the Foster Hall, in addition to daytime use by the Early Education Centre. 

The hall was used every weekday evening by the following groups: the Linda Christy-Carter School of Dance, a Tai-

Kwondo Class, an art class, a Capoirera class, a Karate group, Chen Tai-Chi for women and girls, Circular Flow Yoga, 

Gong Foo, and Pilates. It was still available for church use and for parties on Saturday evenings and Sundays.  

The Walthamstow Cine-Video Club continued to use the Stafford Hall and the PCC used the hall on a number of 

occasions for church and community activities following the adoption of a shared use agreement with the Cine-Club., 

including a successful “pop-up pub” weekend which transformed the Stafford Hall into the ‘St Barnabas Arms.’  

The parish supported Eat or Heat throughout the year through food collection at the back of church. We are grateful to 

Anne Tatsfield and Gabriel for taking the food to the delivery point for us every month. 

Thanks to many who did so much to clean and beautify the church through the year (including Harriet Mukasa for the 

flowers). Thanks indeed to everyone for all their hard work during the year, not least to Shaleem Sadiq and Wendy 

Pooten-Watan, the wardens, and thanks, above all, to God for another blessed year! 

The rest of this report takes the form of a response to the Diocese’s ‘Serving with Accountability’ document. 

 



Serving with Accountability at St Barnabas Walthamstow  

Worship - What are we doing to make worship the central focus of the life of the Church? 

Worship is at the heart of our common life at St Barnabas, not least our Sunday Mass, our midweek mass 

and other, occasional liturgies. Sunday morning is the heart-beat of our week as church members, where 

we are renewed, energised and equipped for the week ahead by our common vision as the body of Christ 

working separately and together towards God’s promise of a New Heaven and New Earth. 

Spirituality – What are we doing to teach people to pray?  

In the last year we participated in a four week course with three other churches on the practice of prayer. 

We have also engaged in issues of prayer at our regular Bible studies, and encourage people to spend 

dedicated time with God through a monthly hour of silent prayer, and through weekly healing ministry 

during the Sunday mass. Our annual pilgrimage is a key moment in our church calendar and always 

spiritually uplifting for those (the majority of our regular congregation) who attend. 

Nurture – What are we doing to teach people the faith and help them in their discipleship? 

We are blessed with a talented preaching team who use sermons to teach and encourage people in their 

discipleship. Our regular Bible study has been an important place of nurture for Christians old and new. We 

hope to give this renewed energy in the coming year, and to run a course on discipleship. We greatly 

valued use of the Table Talk materials provided by the Deanery and which we used as a basis of weekly 

meetings during Lent. In addition our Barnabarians and Young Barnabarians groups for children are key 

places of nurture and regularly prepare a number of people for Confirmation and First Communion. 

Evangelism - What are we doing to share faith with others and what have the results been in the 

past year?  

In the last year we also organised a four week course on Evangelism (with participation from three other 

churches). This led to interest from some members in doing further Evangelist training. Our existing trained 

Evangelist is working on a project on evangelism with older people. We also engage in a great deal of “soft 

evangelism” within our neighbourhood, forming relationships in the community that often lead to people 

becoming part of the life of the Church. Our own Christmas Fayre and other Christmas activities are well 

attended by people who do not normally attend church. We share the faith in the local community through 

occasional offices of baptism, weddings and funerals as these arise.  

Vocation – What are we doing to nurture and develop the ministry of the whole people of God 

including enabling people to come forward for authorised lay and ordained ministry? 

St Barnabas has supported two lay members through training and into ordained ministry in recent years. It 

has also nurtured the ministry of three overseas priests, one of whom is now our assistant priest and two 

who are not yet licensed but are engaged in non-ordained ministry within our Church. We have also 

supported two young people in their vocational explorations, and have supported another member to train 

as an Evangelist. We continue to be on the look-out for others we can support towards authorised lay or 

ordained ministry.  

Service – How is our Church a blessing to the community we serve? And how is it witnessing to 

God’s kingdom of justice and peace? 

Our Church helped develop and plays a key role in the Queens Road Community organisation, which 

includes people from across the diversity of the whole community (including our local mosque) and 

collaborates with us on a range of events to benefit the local area. This includes an annual Street Party 

based at St Barnabas with over 900 people from the local community attending. We are also a key venue 

for the E17 Art Trail, for local concerts and for charity and community events across Walthamstow. We are 

part of Citizens UK and have been especially active on campaigns to support migrants, including the 



development of the Walthamstow Migrants’ Action Group and Walthamstow Migrants’ Support Centre (at 

which several of us are volunteers). We participate in civic life, with regular visits from the MP, councillors 

and Mayor, and make a contribution to Borough events such as Remembrance Sunday. Our Vicar is Chair 

of the Waltham Forest Faiths Forum. We also collect for the local Food Bank in church. 

Hospitality – What are we doing to ensure that your church is a place of safety and welcome for all 

ages and people of all backgrounds? 

We are committed to this on several levels, not least our implementation of the Diocesan Safeguarding 

Policy. We have a particular commitment to being a place of welcome for all migrants (regardless of legal 

status) and of sexual minorities. We have also signed up as a Friendly Place for people with mental health 

issues, and advertise that we are an LGBT, minority ethnic and breast-feeding friendly Church. We have 

excellent relationships with local schools, who all visit regularly, and with other faiths in the Borough, 

including the two mosques in the parish, whose imams and other members have visited the church on 

many occasions. We have also hosted inter-faith gatherings in the church. St Barnabas is also spiritual 

home to Filipino Anglicans in the UK and regularly hosts UK gatherings of the Igorot tribal community and a 

welcome to overseas Filipino visitors. 

Interdependence – How are we working in partnership with other Christian communities in our 

locality and at diocesan, national and global levels? 

We work closely with three other churches (St Saviour’s, St Michael’s and Emmanuel) in an informal West 

Walthamstow “mission and ministry unit”. As well as supporting each other’s events, it has been excellent 

to do two courses together in the last year. We also have good ecumenical relationships in the borough. 

Our clergy attend a regular lunch of E17 ecumenical clergy and we have held joint services with local 

Methodist and Asian URC churches. We work with other churches too through Citizens UK, participate in 

the life of the deanery and diocese, and benefit from our Vicar’s links through his other work for the London 

Church Leaders and national connections. Globally we have formed a Companion Relationship with the 

Northern Diocese of the Episcopal Church of the Philippines and our Vicar is a canon of the Iglese Filipina 

Independiente.    

Generosity – What are we doing to ensure that our Church is showing signs of generosity towards 

the wider church and community as well as becoming financially secure? 

We operate sound financial management of our resources, making our full contribution to the Diocese, 

based on healthy giving by the congregation and income from our halls. Our Foster Hall is used by a Pre-

school, at a low rent given extensive investment by the pre-school in refurbishing the building. It is used 

most evenings and weekends for other activities. We are planning a series of events to raise funds for the 

refurbishment of our Stafford Hall so that we can bring that into better use for the Church and local 

community. We also support young people’s work at a church in the Philippines through selling books in 

church. We host many charity events at St Barnabas, have raised significant sums of money at our own 

charity events, and plan a major event this year in support of Syria.  

Priorities for 2016/17, in addition to continuing the good things we are currently doing: 

- some work on discipleship (hopefully in the context of a course with the “unit”); 

- re-establish regular Bible study as a place of nurture for old and new Christians; 

- develop evangelism work, particularly with older people; 

- fundraising event for Syria; 

- develop the Stafford Hall for wider church and community use. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Financial Statements are attached in a separate document. Canon Steven Saxby, PCC Chair – March 2016. 


